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• Korea has a long historical claim, going back, according to some reports, 1500 years into the Silla Kingdom period. Maps drawn by prominent Japanese cartographers in the late 1700s and early 1800s seemed to recognize that Dokdo was part of Korea. In 1877, the Japanese Dajokan instructed the Home Ministry that "our country has nothing to do with" Dokdo and , and has maintained a presence there ever since.
• In 1965, the Republic of Korea and Japan normalized their diplomatic relations in a formal treaty. Japan sought to address Dokdo during the negotiations that led to this treaty, but Korea refused. Dokdo was never listed as an official agenda item for discussion during the protracted negotiations that produced this treaty, and the issue is ignored in the treaty. Japan's willingness to enter into the normalization treaty without pressing its claim to Dokdo might be seen as a waiver by Japan of its claim and an acceptance of (or acquiescence to) Korea's sovereignty over Dokdo.
• Japan has, however, continued to assert its claim to sovereignty regularly, and has suggested that the matter be submitted to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) for resolution. Japan's willingness to submit the Dokdo matter to the Court is inconsistent with its reluctance to submit its dispute with China over the Senkaku (Diaoyudao) Islands or its dispute with Russia over the Northern Territories to the Court.
The international tribunals that have examined disputes over small islands almost always focus on acts related to sovereign governance undertaken by the claimants during the past century. Korea's claim would thus prevail over Japan's (1) because Korea exercised acts of sovereignty over Dokdo in the years prior to 1905, (2) because official Japanese pronouncements in the late 19th century
